The Institute on Religious Freedom and Pluralism will provide a multinational group of up to 18
foreign university faculty and practitioners with a deeper understanding of U.S. society and culture,
past and present, through an examination of religious pluralism in the United States and its
intersection with American democracy. Employing a multi-disciplinary approach and drawing on fields
such as history, political science, anthropology and sociology, law, and others, the program will
explore both the historical and contemporary relationship between religion and state in the United
States. Participants will examine the ways in which religious thought and practice have influenced,
and been influenced by the development of American-style democracy. Study will also include a
survey of the diversity of contemporary religious beliefs in relation to the first amendment to the U.S.
constitution, elections, public policy, and the demography of the United States. Interfaith dialogue in
the American context will be practiced in the context of the group itself as well as site visits to a
diversity of religious communities. Pending final ECA grant approval, the Dialogue Institute at Temple
University in Philadelphia, PA will host this Institute.



